Urgent Statement on the Escalating Use of Force

Armed invasions, conflicts, and wars are expanding across the world. In particular, since
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, the world has witnessed Israel’s invasion of the Gaza
Strip within the Palestinian territories, the United States’ attack on Venezuela in January
2026, and the launch of large-scale military strikes against Iran by the United States and
Israel beginning on February 28. The world is now facing a new phase of escalating warfare.

We express our deep concern over this chain of armed conflicts and call on the parties
involved to adhere to international law and pursue peaceful resolutions. We also urge the
Japanese government to engage with the relevant countries and make efforts toward
achieving peaceful solutions through dialogue and negotiation.

ON-PAM, the organization we represent, operates on the belief that the performing arts bring
vitality and creativity to society as expressions of diverse values. Through international
exchange in the performing arts, we work to deepen understanding of diverse cultures and
values and to contribute to a multicultural society that respects the human rights of others,
implementing international exchange initiatives in line with this philosophy. Guided by the
same principles, we have confronted the structural problems of society—such as poverty,
discrimination, ethnic and religious conflict, political inequality, and the deprivation of human
rights—by reflecting on the history of violence represented by past wars and conflicts. We
believe that the performing arts we stand for are also a means of critically examining
contemporary society while remaining conscious of these histories.

As producers in the performing arts, we deliver the artistic value created by artists to society,
encourage people’s diverse thinking and unrestricted expressions, and regard it as our
important role to respect and protect the cultural rights of all people. These practices are
also among the actions we can take in response to violence manifested in global conflicts,
wars, and acts of destruction taking place around the world.

As a network organization grounded in the creative practices of individual performing arts
producers, we will continue to cultivate international exchange and dialogue in the
performing arts, creating pathways for communication through which artists and performing
arts professionals can meet and connect across national borders.

At a time when global challenges such as ethnic and religious conflicts, economic crises,
poverty and inequality, and environmental destruction are growing increasingly complex, we
seek a world connected through imagination and dialogue rather than through conflict and
division among nations. For this reason, we strongly call for the pursuit of peaceful solutions
through dialogue and negotiation, in accordance with international law, rather than the
further escalation of armed confrontation.

Signed,
Board of Directors and the concerned Members of ON-PAM



